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Evidentiery Decument Nv. 5158, 


In the rattcr cf Jeranese Wer erimes end in 
the nettcr cf the voyraes from Singepere to 
Menile 4th July, te elst. September, 1944. 


ee 


AF EJRAVIT 


I, No. 153398 Cept. Jemos Forbes LAWALNCL of the 

Gurdon Highlendcrs, wich rermanent home nddrees et Arngesk Old 

hiensc, Glonferg, rerthshnize, make cath and sey &s follcws:- 

as I wes taken prisoncr in Singepore on the 15th 

February, 1942, when the > i-h fornes enpituleted tc the 

Jepenese, Untal June, 13942 wos tt Chengi.e I wes then moved 

up to the Siem/Surme reilwey ¢ ar I was then 

sent to Chungkei till the oh Twit» 29446 to Havelock 

Roed Cemp on Singepore Islend vrovicus tc 

27th June, 1944, on worrd the Aciuku lieru. 


2. The Jeprenesc crgenised the enbarketion and their 
method was to put one Pritisn Officer in cherge cf 150 men. The 
Senior British Officer was ° Capt. GIEBGCN. There were 1300 men 
cn board the ship 1190 Pritish and 200 Dutch. There were 13 
officers, 10 cf thcse wore Eritisn and meée up cf 6 Line Officers 
end 3 MOs cnd e Feare. Cf the 3 Duten officers, 2 were Line 
officers and one 1i0-. 


: The Jepanese in cherge cf the FsW on the ship were 
Sjt. Joteni end Set. NhOr.0. There were 2 intcrpreters, a 3rde 
eless Kcreen Pte. celled AKAI end e lst. cless Japanese Pte. 
called MATSUMOTO, The Jepancse officer in cherge .f the two 
pW ships which were going to forn rert of the ccnvoy leeving 
Singepcre wes Lt. ENO. he, however, revelled in the other ship. 


4. The ship itself, the Kofuku Meru was e@ carge ship 
of 7000 tons. It wes Clyde built in 1902 end given tc the 
Jepenese in 1918. They reconditioned it end it had been in 
service ever since. The cerge on this occasion consisted of 

PsW and rubber. Each W head to cerry ebcerd when he went e lerge 
bit of rubber. All the Fs were quartered in the 2 holds, one 
forward enc one eft. Officers, end men hed exactly the same 
quarters end we were divided between the two holds, about 650 

in each. We left on the 4th July, 1944, in a convoy of altogethe 
ebcut 12 ships, 


5 During the voyage the Es were kept below decks 

in the holds, but the hatehes were left cpen ane ct odd tines 
pertics of men were eliowed on deck. Even so this provision was 
cnly grented efter meny requests to Sit. JOT/NI. These grcups 
of men when they were on deck were alweys the terget for JOTANI 

end the cther mcrbers of the guard who considered it e sport to 
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elsc thoy cculd ze. hciea «2. di yo wUeed Lo bert up the Fri! 
unrercifully. Cosdleicns gonireiiy in ine helde wore incescribe~ 
able. The cvcrcrowding wes such that the men could nct ell lie 
dcwn et cnce end grcups tock it in turns tc huddle up in cne 
corner in order to cllow sore ma to stretch out. hen € rerty of 
men wes ellcwed on Ceck this ee.sed the pressure belcw decks end 

& few men wore edie vo eck sore Sleep, The health of the PsW 
when they gct on socrd wes bee sinec they had ell dcne ebcut 

18 months on the Burna/Siar redtiwey. they wore thin, curcieted, 
half-sterved and riddled with @isecses such es dysentery, maleria 
end beri-beri. They wore neked except for G-strings, end e few cof 
ther hed still some tattered ircpicel uniforms, The etmesphere 
inside these hcics wes stifling since the ship wos mede cf iron 
end wes sciling in the ircpics. The hygienic errengcnuents were 
elmcst nil. There were no letrine facilities provided in the 
helds end these whe were too weel to move cr were helf-perelysed 
with beri-beri excrcted where they ley. Tuere were a gccd neny 
in thet conéition and the remainder of the pecpic had tc sleop 
end live end eet in these hulds,. the Jepencse hed provided 6 
box-latrines which were rcped to the cutside cf the ship, 3 fcr 
the eft-hold and three fcr the forwerd cne, but obviously only 
those men strong cncugh to climb out of the holds cculd use these 
letrines, 


| wede in emongst the PsW with bres of ircn end steves ehd enything 


6. 4t the end of July the ship errived in Menita Fey's 


We anchored # mile fron the Wharf-side end stayed there for 
weeks, During this time nobowy was allowed on shore, It wes only 
eftcr deys of agitation thet JOT/NI eventurlly permitted 50 cf 
the worst ceases tc be trken eshore to the prison hospitel in 
licnila. Of these, I heerd leter, that 12 nad dicd but so fer es 
I know the rersinder are still alive. The rest cf us had to stay 
in the Kofuku hern. Our meals consisted of watery rice twice ea 
Gay and eny leavings from the Jepenese gelley. By this tine, 
after the long voyege crd cue t: the leck uf food end nedical 
supplies men were beginning to vle. In Mentie Bey elong 104 
people died. The doctors and the British officers on bcard were 
constantly going at the Jepnnesé to gct then to allow some nedical 
supplies on beerd even if they refused tc cllow the FsW off the 
ship. They refused however, ' Huwevc> the Americen authorities 

dn the prison hospital in Menita herrd cf vur plight end got the 
Japanese to send cver tc our ship 3 ceses of Bl censules for 
injecticn. JOTANI tock these cepsules end issueé then to the 
guerds on beard the shin. Each Jepanese hed a box of 250 given 
to him. They they forced .uwr mecical (fficers to give them the 
injecticns. Exectly the sane thing haprened when some milti- 
vitenin tablets wore sent cover tu us, The FsW got none of these 
or eny cther redicel supplies whatever. Not content with beating 
us end starving us JOTANI ane NOLO and the guerds even broke up 
funeral services which we tried tc hold. JOTANI had given 
permissicn for us tc hcld these, but as scon és they sterted 
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he and the other Jepenese would wede in with marlin-spikes end 
enything they eccnld iey their hends on, 


Fe It Would d¢6 impossislo to exsggcrate the exfect 
of JU.4NI end NChO on the FsW or boerd the ship. They and the 
other guerds ruled us by fear. Their savage beatings and 
assaults cn the men who had straggeiod up on deck, their complete 
Gisregerd cf cll thore sick anc their general attitude and 
sadistic brutalioy Lowacds us made life on the Hofvku Maru an 
ebsclute hell. it wos a miracie to me that cnly 104 people died, 


8. Tne ship gailed from Menta on the 20th Sertember. 
The seme pecple wore 37ili on bears, thes i Sjt. JOTANI end the 
cthers. We were in c convoy ci? 10 eHANs; esccrved by two 
destroyers and two corvettes, “Thisve were no distinguishing 

signs on cur ship to show that 1. ccniained PsW, It must have 
eppeered frcm the atv cr frou é svutwietiagc as just en ordinery 
cergo-cerrying vessel. We were now kesv definitely below decks 
end cnly so many et a time were ellowed out to go to the latrines, 


> 
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9. On 21 Septerter et abcut 1030 we heard machine- 
gun fire end plencs cverhead. Everybody was Leiow decks et the 
time. A few seconds lator en aerie]l tornpedu hit the ship forwerd 
follcwed by enother between the stern end the bridge and by a 
third directly below the bridge. ‘tnen the American planes began 
machine-gunning the vessel end there was complete cheos, The 
Japanese cartein and his crew nede en instent get-away by jumping 
overboerd immediately. Sjt. J TANI end Sit. NOKO end the guerds 
did likewise, leaving the FsW to drown. The ship brcke in two 
end senk in 5 minutes. Mcre then helf cf the PsW were semi- 
sterved end half reralysed and had no chence, For the rest, 

they were cll below decks end there wes no mothod cf exit end 
eltogether nct fer short cf 1000 PsW went down with the vessel. 

I succecded by a miracle in fincing myself in the see cleer of 
the sinking ship, I hung on to a broken-down bambou raft and was 
in the weter till 6 that night sefcre being nicked up by a lugger. 
There were quite ea number of otacr British FsW/ whe hed also 
succeeded in escaping from the Hofuku Meru. Our only consolation 
while we were in the water wes watching the Anericen planes 
sinking every ship in the convoy except one; The survivors, 
nunibering 217 were taken back to Nenilea on the 22 September. 


id. I ¢o not know whet heprencd to JUTANI end NOLO 
but I consider them directly responsib.c fcr conditions cn boerd 
thet ship before she went down. 


y> F. LAWKLNCE 


et 6 Spring cerdens in the oy a Westrinister) 
this 19th day of February, 1946 


SWOKN BY the cbcve-named Jemes Forbes Prehedan 


BEFORE IE 
(Signed) A. Mi. FELL MACDONALD, MWMAJOR. 


Legel Start) 
Judge Advocete Cenerel's Office, 
LOWDON, 
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C:RTIFIED TRU apy of the criginel affidavit. 
lst. April, 1946. 
LAMB 
Lt. Colcnel 
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